
 

ATTACHMENT 6 

STANDARD TREATMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: 
DATA RECOVERY PLAN 

 

In accordance with Stipulation XI.A, when an archaeological property is eligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D only, potential adverse effects to the property may be resolved through 
data recovery to recover important information that would have been otherwise lost as a result of 
an undertaking.  A Caltrans Principal Investigator (Archaeology) shall determine applicability of 
data recovery, and if applicable, the appropriate level of documentation for a data recovery plan. 

A data recovery plan shall, at a minimum, include the following: 

• Discussion of the National Register significance of a property. 

• Research questions that are directly pertinent to those data sets that qualify the property for 
inclusion in the National Register under Criterion D. 

• A discussion that explains why it is in the public interest to pursue answers to these research 
questions.  The discussion should indicate whether, why, and how the public may benefit 
from the scope and nature of the information developed through data recovery, and 
demonstrate that the costs of proceeding with the data recovery are prudent and reasonable. 

• Results of previous research relevant to the property type. 

• Proposed investigations (data needed to address research questions and the proposed methods 
and techniques to acquire that data, including any special studies). 

• Field methods and techniques that will clearly and cost-effectively address the property’s 
structure and content in the context of the defined research questions and the property’s 
stratigraphic and geomorphic context. 

• Laboratory processing and analyses, with justification of their cost-effectiveness and of their 
relevance to the property and its research values. 

• Methods and techniques used in artifact, data, and other record management. 

• Provisions for ongoing Native American consultation and coordination, if Native American 
values or concerns are present or are likely to be present. 

• Qualifications of key personnel. 

• Disposition, including curation, of recovered materials and records resulting from 
implementation of the data recovery plan. 

• Cost proposal. 

• All required permits 

• Report preparation schedule, including the names of parties to whom reports will be 
distributed upon completion. 

• Monitoring provisions and procedures for evaluating and treating discoveries of unexpected 
finds during the course of the project, which may include consultation with other parties. 

• Explicit provisions for disseminating research findings to professional peers in a timely 
manner.   

• Plan for public involvement and educational or interpretive programs, focusing particularly 
on the community or communities that may have interest in the results. 
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